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SUB J : APPOINTMENT OF NEW SRI LANKAN AMBASSADOR TO YUGOSLAVIA 
REF: 73 COLOMBO A- 198 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN A MINOR PRE-ELECTION RESHUFFLING OF AMBASSADORS. H. O. 
WIJEGOONAWARDENA (WEE-IAY -GOON-UH-WAR-D A-NA ), SRI LANKAN FOR- 
MER AMBASSADOR TO EGYPT, HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO F IT - I, THE VACANCY 
IN BELGRADE CREATED WHEN JAYAWARDENA MOVED TO MOSCOW. WIJE- 
GOONEWARDENA, AGED 56, IOINED THE FOREIGN SERVICE WHEN IT WAS 
ESTABLISHED IN 1948, AND HAS SERVED IN LONDON, NEW DELHI, 
CANBERRA, THE UN, BAGHDAD, RANGOON, IAKARTA, AND CAIRO (THE 
LAST THREE POSTS AS AMBASSADOR). HE HAS BEEN POSTED OUT OF 
COLOMBO SINCE 1967 AND THUS HAS HAD NO RECENT CONTACT WITH 
EMBASSY OFFICERS HERE. WE UNDERSTAND HOWEVER THAT HE HAS BEEN 
A FRIENDLY AND GENERALLY PRO-WESTERN DIPLOMAT. BEFORE RECENT 
MAPUTO CONFERENCE, EMBASSY CAIRO REPORTED THAT WIIEGOONAWAR- 
DENA HAD BEEN HELPFUL TO THEM AND HAD EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 
CONTACT WITH THE USDEL AT CONFERENCE. 

2. EMBASSY IS POUCHING REFERENCE AIRGRAM (CONTAINING DETAILED 
BIO INFORMATION) TO BELGRADE. 
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3. AS A MATTER OF COLLATERAL INTEREST, AMBASSADOR SLOBODAN 
MARTINOVIC, WHO HAS REPRESENTED YUGOSLAVIA IN SRI LANAK SINCE 
NOVEMBER 1973, TELLS US HE WILL BE RETURNING HOME TO BELGRADE 
ABOUT AUGUST 1. HE EXPECTS TO BE REASSIGNED WITHIN THE YUGOS- 
LAV FOREIGN MINISTRY. MARTINOVIC IS A FORMER YUGOSLAV DCM 
IN WASHINGTON, WHO HAS REPRESENTED HIS COUNTRY HERE MOST ABLY 
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DURING THE PERIOD OF THE NON ALIGNED SUMMIT CONFERENCE AND IN 
THE LIGHT OF THE CLOSE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PRIME 
MINISTER BANDARANAIKE AND MARSHAL TITO AND HIS GOVERNMENT. 

WE HAVE FOUND MARTINOVIC, WHOSE OFFICIAL RESIDENCE IS NEXT 
DOOR TO OUR DCM RESIDENCE. TO BE VERY FRIENDLY AND FORTH- 
COMING. UNFORTUNATELY, NEITHER HE NOR HIS WIFE HAVE EVER 
FULLY RECOVERED FROM THE EMOTIONAL SHOCK OF LOSING A TEEN-AGE 
DAUGHTER TO CANCER A FEW YEARS AGO, A SUBJECT ON WHICH THEY 
TEND TO DWELL WHEN THEY COME TO KNOW ONE WELL. BOTH SPEAK 
EXCELLENT ENGLISH AND HAVE VERY FAVORABLE RECOLLECTIONS OF 
THEIR YEARS IN THE STATES. 

PERKINS 
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